































































































































































































TOWN OF BLUE MOUNDS ORDINANCE NO. 4

Relating to Construction of Private Driveways
And Imposing Forfeitures

The Town Board of the Town of Blue Mounds, Dane County, Wisconsin, ordains
as follows:

Section A. Ordinance: Driveways of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of
Blue Mounds adopted April 16, 2007, is hereby created to read:

Ordinance No. 4
Construction of Private Driveways

The following regulations apply to construction or modification of private
driveways located on lands in the Town of Blue Mounds, which private driveways
provide access to buildings originally constructed or substantially modified after the
effective date of this ordinance.

(1) Approval Required

a. In this ordinance, the term “driveway” is defined as a private driveway, road,
field road, or other traveled way giving access from a public highway to one or more
buildings located or to be constructed on adjacent lands.

b. No person shall establish, construct, improve or rework a driveway which
changes the existing topography of the land without first obtaining a Driveway Permit
from the Town Board of Supervisors. Re-gravelling of previously constructed driveways
does not constitute a change in the existing topography of the land. Application forms
and information should be obtained from the Town Clerk. Prior to consideration of the
application by the Town Board, the applicant shall submit to the Town Clerk a driveway
construction plan which shall accurately describe the location of the proposed driveway
and the specifications required by Section (2) of this ordinance for the driveway’s
construction.

¢. Any proposed driveway construction or modification shall be accompanied by
an erosion control plan presented to the Town Board prior to the issuance of a Driveway
Permit. An erosion control plan shall include the driveway owner’s intentions and time
table to re-seed, mulch, ditch, place culverts, and carry out other erosion control
measures, all of which shall be completed within 90 days after beginning driveway
construction or modification. If an engineer’s plan of the driveway is prepared according
to the requirements of Section (3) of this ordinance, an erosion control plan shall specify
only those measures which are not mentioned or required in the engineer’s plan. NOTE:
Dane County Land and Water Resources Department also has erosion control plan
requirements which must be met prior to issuance of their permits. Information on
these requirements will be issued to potential driveway permit applicants.



d. No building permit for new residential construction will be issued until the
driveway is constructed according to the specifications of this ordinance. The only
exception will be the final application of gravel which may occur after heavy equipment
needed for building activities will no longer be using the driveway.

e. With the approval of the Town Board, the driveway permit may be issued to
allow for the excavation of the site to provide for site preparation and to provide fill for
the proposed driveway.

f. A non-refundable $300 fee must be submitted with each driveway
application.

(2) Specifications for the Construction of Driveways

a. No land with a grade of more than 25 percent shall be disturbed for the
construction, establishment, reworking or improvement of a driveway.

b. An engineer’s plan showing adequate erosion control measures is required for
any segment of the proposed driveway which disturbs land with a grade of more than 20
percent and less than or equal to 25 percent.

c. Single residence driveways shall be constructed with a minimum roadway of
12 ft in width and a minimum shoulder of 3 feet on each side having a slope of 1 foot of
vertical rise for 6 feet of horizontal distance. Please refer to the Typical Driveway
Section shown on the attached Exhibit “A” for further information. NOTE: Driveways
used by more than one residence either initially or later modified to more than one
residence would be required to be constructed with a minimum roadway of 18 ft in
width.

d. Each driveway shall have a culvert at the ditch line where the driveway meets
the public road, unless a special permission is obtained from the Town Board. The
culvert shall be at least 18 inches in diameter.

e. A driveway which is at least 24 feet in length shall have a maximum 5 percent
grade at the point where the driveway enters onto a public road. A slight dip across the
driveway shall be placed just before the culvert at the entrance to the public road to
prevent debris from washing onto the public road.

f. Ditches, roadway crowning and culverts which provide acceptable drainage are
required.

g. The driveway’s side banks shall be graded to a slope of no more than 1 foot of
vertical rise in each 3 feet of horizontal distance, except where retaining walls and/or
other erosion control measures are installed as specified in an engineer’s plan approved
by the Town Board.

h. Curves in the driveway shall have an inside radius of not less than 36 feet.



i. Maximum grade of the entire driveway or any given segment of the driveway
shall not exceed 13 percent.

j. Side banks shall be seeded promptly to control erosion.

k. Once the construction of the driveway has begun, all specified erosion control
measures, including retaining walls, ditching, culverts, crowning, mulching and matting
shall be completed within 90 days.

1. The driveway must have at least 6 inches of 2 inch rock on the roadbed covered
with 2 inches of % inch gravel.

m. All costs of construction of said driveway, including the cost of the culverts
and engineer’s plan, if required, shall be paid by the property owner requesting the
permit.

n. An area of 18 feet in width and 18 feet in height shall be cleared along the
driveway right-of-way in order to permit the safe passage of emergency vehicles. In
cases where such clearing would be environmentally damaging, the Town Board will
determine if failure to clear will prevent or interfere with emergency service or create a
safety hazard.

0. The driveway must have an in-back out with a radius of at least a 90 degree or
a 50 foot turning radius.

p. The driveway must have a turning radius at the place where it intersects with a
public road of at least 20 feet and an unobstructed view at that place. PER APPENDIX
B.

q. Joint driveways will not be permitted without prior review and specific
approval by the Town Board of the Joint Driveway Agreement establishing the proposed
joint driveway and the manner of its construction, maintenance, and use.

NOTE: the following clause was inserted as an Amendment to Ordinance 4, adopted on
September 14, 2009...

r. The Town of Blue Mounds has no restrictions on the length of private
driveways.

(3) Requirements for an Engineer’s Plan

a. The Town Board may require the applicant to obtain a plan prepared by a
professional engineer licensed by the State of Wisconsin (hereinafter “an engineer’s
plan”) prior to the construction or the modification of any proposed driveway. An
engineer’s plan is required:

1. for a driveway or segment of a driveway whose construction requires
the disturbance of the land with a slope of 20 percent or more and less than
or equal to 25 percent;



2. for a driveway or segment of a driveway whose construction requires a
retaining wall or other special erosion control measure as determined by
the Town Board or its authorized representative; or

3. When the Town Board requests a plan for reasonable cause.

b. The engineer’s plan will include the following:
1. The precise location of the driveway or segment(s) of the driveway
which require(s) an engineer’s plan.

2. Grade of the driveway showing no segment exceeding 13 percent.
3. Location and structure of any retaining walls.

4. Location and size of any culverts.

5. Cross section of the driveway.

6. Mulching, matting, or other erosion control measures.

c. When an engineer’s plan is required, no construction of a driveway may
commence until the engineer’s plan is approved by the Town Board, a Town Driveway
Permit is issued and, when applicable, any necessary approvals are obtained from Dane
County or the State of Wisconsin. (Wis. Stats. Section 86.07)

d. The preparation of an engineer’s plan does not guarantee the approval of a
driveway permit application.

(4) Existing Driveways and Field Roads

When washing or other conditions created by existing driveways or field roads
become a potential hazard to a public road, the Town Board shall notify the owner(s) of
the land through which the driveway passes of such condition(s). Any property owner
failing to correct such condition(s) within 30 days after notice by the Town Board shall be
subject to the penalties of this ordinance and shall also be liable for any costs incurred by
the Town to eliminate the hazard as provided in Wis. Stats. Section 66.60(16).

(5) Penalties

a. Should a driveway be constructed or modified in a way which violated the
provisions of this ordinance, the owner(s) of the land through which the driveway passed
shall pay a fine equal to 3 times the fee chargeable for the permit application, whether or
not that fee has been paid. The owner(s) of the land shall also make the corrections
indicated by the Town Board within a reasonable period of time determined by the Town
Board.

b. If the owner(s) of the land through which the driveway passes do(es) not make
the required corrections within the time specified, the town Board shall determine the cost
of correcting violations of the provisions of this ordinance including when necessary the



return of disturbed land to its original condition. That cost shall be paid to the Town by
the owner(s) of the property through which the driveway passes, as provided in Wis.
Stats. Section 66.60(16).

Section B. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and notification. The
ordinance replaces Ordinance No. 2, December 7, 1992, which becomes null and

void upon passage of this said Ordinance No. 4. The Town Clerk is ordered to publish
a copy of this ordinance in a newspaper generally circulated in the Town of Blue Mounds.

Adopted this _16 day of April , 2007.

TOWN OF BLUE MOUNDS

Dennis Jelle, Chairman

Al Antonson, Supervisor

Joen Meylor, Supervisor
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
Town of Blue Mounds, Dane County
Small Wind Energy System Ordinance #11

00.01 TITLE:
This ordinance may be referred to as the Small Wind Energy System Ordinance.
00.02 AUTHORITY:

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to authority granted by: For counties: Wis.
Stat. § 59.69 and 66.0401 For towns and villages: Wis. Stat. § 60.61 or 60.62
and 62.23(7), or 60.22(3) and 66.0401

00.03 PURPOSE:

The purpose of this ordinance is to:

(1) Oversee the permitting of small wind energy systems

(2) Preserve and protect public health and safety without significantly increasing
the cost or decreasing the efficiency of a small wind energy system (per Wis.
Stat. §. 66.0401).

00.04 DEFINITIONS; IN THIS ORDINANCE:

(1) “Administrator” means the Town of Blue Mounds Land Use Administrator or
Planning and Zoning Administrator
(2) “Board” means the Town of Blue Mounds Board of Supervisors.
(3)*Meteorological tower” (met tower) is defined to include the tower, baseplate,
anchors, guy cables and hardware, anemometers (wind speed indicators), wind
direction vanes, booms to hold equipment anemometers and vanes, data logger,
instrument wiring, and any telemetry devices that are used to monitor or transmit
wind speed and wind flow characteristics over a period of time for either
instantaneous wind information or to characterize the wind resource at a given
location.
(4) “Owner” shall mean the individual or entity that intends to own and operate
the small wind energy system in accordance with this ordinance.
(5) “Rotor diameter” means the cross sectional dimension of the circle swept by
the rotating blades.
(6) “Small wind energy system” means a wind energy system that (a) is used
to generate electricity; (b) has a nameplate capacity of 100 kilowatts or less; and
(c) has a total height of 170 feet or less.
(7) “Total height” means the vertical distance from ground level to the tip of a
wind generator blade when the tip is at its highest point.
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(8) “Tower” means the monopole, freestanding, or guyed structure that supports
a wind generator.

(8) “Wind energy system” means equipment that converts and then stores or
transfers energy from the wind into usable forms of energy (as defined by Wis.
Stat. §. 66.0403(1)(m). This equipment includes any base, blade, foundation,
generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, inverter, batteries or
other component used in the system.

(10) “Wind generator” means blades and associated mechanical and electrical
conversion components mounted on top of the tower.

00.05 STANDARDS:

A small wind energy system shall be a permitted use in all zoning districts subject
to the following requirements:

(1) Setbacks. A wind tower for a small wind system shall be set back a distance
equal to its total height from:
a) Any public road right of way, unless written permission is granted by the
govemnmental entity with jurisdiction over the road;
b) Any overhead utility lines, unless written permission is granted by the
affected utility;
c) All property lines, unless written permission is granted from the affected
landowner or neighbor.

(2) Access:
a) All ground mounted electrical and control equipment shall be abeled or
secured to prevent unauthorized access.
b) The tower shall be designed and installed so as to not provide step bolts
or a ladder readily accessible to the public for a minimum height of 8 feet
above the ground.

(3) Electrical Wires: All electrical wires associated with a small wind energy
system, other than wires necessary to connect the wind generator to the tower
wiring, the tower wiring to the disconnect junction box, and the grounding wires
shall be located underground.
- (4) Lighting: A wind tower and generator shall not be artificially lighted, unless,
such lighting is required by the Faderal Aviation Administration.
(5) Appearance, Color, and Finish: The wind generator and tower shail remain
painted or finished the color or finish that was originally applied by the
manufacturer, unless approved in the building permit.
(6) Signs: All signs, other than the manufacturer’s or installer’s identification,
appropriate warning signs, or owner identification on a wind generator, tower,
building, or other structure associated with a small wind energy system visible
from any public road shall be prohibited.
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{7) Code Compliance: A small wind energy system including tower shall comply
with all applicable state construction and electrical codes, and the National
Electrical Code.

(8) Utility notification and interconnection: Small wind energy systems that
connect to the electric utility shall comply with the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin’s Rule 119, “Rules for Interconnecting Distributed Generation
Facilities.0"

(9) Met towers, shall be permitted under the same standards, permit
requirements, restoration requirements, and permit procedures as a small wind
energy system.

00.06 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS:

(1) Building Permit: A building permit shall be required for the installation of a
small wind energy system.
{2) Documents: The building permit application shall be accompanied by a plot
plan which includes the following:
a. Property lines and physical dimensions of the property
b. Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on
the property
¢. Location of the proposed wind system tower
d. The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the
property
e. Any overhead utility lines
f. Wind system specifications, including manufacturer and model,
rotor diameter, tower height, tower type (freestanding or guyed)
g. Tower foundation blueprints or drawings
h. Tower blueprint or drawing
(3) Fees: The application for a building permit for a small wind energy system
must be accompanied by the fee required for a building permit for a Permitted
Accessory Use.
(4) Expiration: A permit issued pursuant to this ordinance shall expire if:
a. The small wind energy system is not installed and functioning within
24-months from the date
b. The permit is issued; or, The small wind energy system is out of
service or otherwise unused for a continuous 12-month period.

00,07 ABANDONMENT:

(1) A small wind energy system that is out-of-service for a continuous 12-
month period will be determined as abandoned. The Administrator may
issue a Notice of Abandonment to the owner of a small wind energy
system that is determined abandoned. The Owner shall have the right to
respond to the Notice of Abandonment within 30 days from Notice receipt
date. The Administrator shall withdraw the Notice of Abandonment and
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notify the owner that the Notice has been withdrawn if the owner provides
information that demonstrates the small wind energy system has not been
abandoned.

(2} If the small wind energy system is determined as abandoned, the owner of a
small wind energy system shall remove the wind generator from the tower at the
Owner’s sole expense within 3 months of receipt of Notice of Abandonment. if
the owner fails fo remove the wind generator from the tower, the Administrator
may pursue a legal action to have the wind generator removed at the Owner’s

expense.
00.08 BUILDING PERMIT PROCEDURE:

(1) An Owner shall submit an application to the Administrator for a building permit
for a small wind energy system. The application must be on a form approved by
the Administrator and must be accompanied by two copies of the plot plan
identified in 00.06 (2) above.

(2) The Administrator shall issue a permit or deny the application within one
month of the date on which the application is received.

(3) The Administrator shall issue a building permit for a small wind energy system
if the application materials show that the proposed small wind energy system
meets the requirements of this ordinance.

(4) if the application is approved, the Administrator will return one signed copy of
the application with the permit and retain the other copy with the application.

(5) If the application is rejected, the Administrator will notify the applicant in
writing and provide a written statement of the reason why the application was
rejected. The applicant may appeal the Administrator's decision pursuant to
Chapter 68 Wis. Statutes. The applicant may reapply if the deficiencies specified
by the Administrator are resolved.

(6) The Owner shall conspicuously post the building permit on the premises so
as to be visible to the public at all times until construction or installation of the
small wind energy system is complete,

00.09 VIOLATIONS.

It is unlawful for any person to construct, install, or operate a small wind energy
system that is not in compliance with this ordinance or with any condition
contained in a building permit issued pursuant to this ordinance. Small wind
energy systems installed prior to the adoption of this ordinance are exempt.

00.10 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT:
(1) The Administrator shall administer this ordinance or other official (s) as

designated.
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(2) The Administrator may enter any property for which a building permit has
been issued under this ordinance to conduct an inspection to determine whether
the conditions stated in the permit have been met.

(3) The Administrator may issue orders to abate any violation of this ordinance.
(4) The Administrator may issue a citation for any violation of this ordinance.

(5) The Administrator may refer any violation of this ordinance to legal counsel
for enforcement.

00.11 Penalties:

(1) .Any person who fails to comply with any provision of this ordinance or a
building permit issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be subject to enforcement
and penalties as stipulated in the Town of Blue Mounds Citation Ordinance.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the Town of Blue
Mounds Board from using any other fawful means to enforce this ordinance.

00.12 Severability:
The provisions of this ordinance are severable, and the invalidity of any section,
subdivision, paragraph, or other part of this ordinance shall not affect the validity
or effectiveness of the remainder of the ordinance.
00.13 Effective Date:

This ordinance is effective on publication or posting. The town clerk shall
properly post or publish this ordinance as required under section 60.80,
Wisconsin statutes.

Adopted this 9 day ofy//(\)k,ﬁ , 2014
Phees MU IS

Attest: Helen Kahl, Town Clerk ﬂ
‘ Dennis Jelle, Tc%cmirperson

Alvin Antonéo'n, Supervisor #1

John Brixy, Supervi







